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Most people will admit that increasing traffic congestion and  hectic work lives are their biggest personal frustrations after any family, financial or health problems they may have.  Yet there appears to be little organized effort by the political, environmental or business leadership to address these problems in any focused way.





The trip to work is using up more and more time every year.  Even though census data may show that the average trip to work is less than one half hour, a large percentage of workers spend substantially more than one hour in their daily round trip to and from work.  Most of this time is spent in stressful commute traffic.  Not only is it stressful, but it also costs money.  A typical 20 mile commute (to Santa Rosa or North San Rafael) will put ten thousand miles a year on a vehicle and will consume 500 gallons of gas.  This gas alone will cost about $700 in after tax income, or over $900 in actual wages.





The other personal frustration, lack of free or personal time can be directly connected with the time wasted going to and from work.





Link together the time wasted in commuting, the money wasted in commuting, the air pollution caused by this driving, the lack of personal time, the stress created, and whatever else might not be fun about commuting and here is a problem that would be worth solving.  Strangely enough there is a solution at hand for many people but no one is trying to make it happen.





The solution is telecommuting, working at home or in a local facility that is either a satellite office for a major company or a facility designed to provide workstations for individual employees.





This would only apply to those who do what is called “information work” which consists of mostly working at a computer.  Such telecommuting would save them commute time and the cost associated with it.  It would also help many other commuters in that their removal from the commute traffic would relieve congestion.  





So, how come there doesn’t seem to be any organized effort to cause it to happen?  Sure, individuals here and there are allowed to telecommute, but there are never any reports of the political, environmental  or business leadership structure taking any steps to bring telecommuting in general about as a specific solution to a specific problem, congestion.





Why is it, in this time of continual expansion of
